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DETAILED ACTION 

The title of tlie invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1, 5, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Watanabe (4,695,151). 

Watanabe discloses an original exposure table or base unit 26; an optical unit 25 
having a light source 28 for illuminating original on the original base unit 26 and a light- 
receiving unit 29 for receiving light reflected from the original; an air blasting unit 62 for 
sending air in the direction away from the light source (see Figs. 4-8); and a wall such 
as one created by the second duct 76 that allow air from the air blasting unit to flow in 
the area of the optical unit 25. Note column 2, lines 34-53; and column 4, lines 48-65. 
The air blasting unit 62 is located at the bottom of a ventilating unit 74 that read on the 
instant invention's enclosure (Figs. 4 & 5). The light source 28 is rod shaped as shown 
in Figs. 4 & 5, and one of the wall surfaces of the duct 76 and the light source 28 are 
substantially parallel with each other. 

Claims 1 . 2, 5, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yoshida (Japan, 560). 
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Yoshida discloses an original base unit 6; a light source 2a; a light-receiving unit 
that is adjacent to the light source 2a (see Fig. 1 ); an air blasting unit with a fan 1 0 that 
sends air in the direction away from the light source; and wall surfaces 10b, 10c for 
allowing air sent from the fan 10 toward the light source 2a. The light source is rod- 
shape and the fan 10 sends air in the direction inclined with respect to the longitudinal 
direction of the light source. The fan is provided on the bottom of en enclosure 10a. 
The wall surfaces 10b and 10c are each substantially parallel with the rod-shape light 
source 2a. Note Fig. 1 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between ttie subject matter sought to be patented and 
ttie prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time tiie 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by tiie manner In which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 

the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 

were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 

under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 

not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 

consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 

prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 
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Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Watanabe (4,695,151) in view of Kobayashi (Japan, 239). 

Watanabe as discussed above differs from the instant invention by not disclosing 
the air blasting unit is attached to an enclosure of the image reading apparatus in an 
inclined manner. 

Kobayashi discloses a lamp cooling fan 33 that is arranged and attached to be 
inclined to the moving original part. Note abstract and Fig. 6. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the apparatus of Watanabe with that of Kobayashi so that 
additional air can be used to blow off the original platen as disclosed by Kobayashi. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4 and 7-9 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Kikuchi (Japan, 863), Sato (Japan. 770). Imaizumi et al. (Japan, 
146), Futami (Japan. 079). Tomaru et al. (Japan. 822). Ito (Japan, 941), Tomam et al. 
(5,860,042). Taniguchi et al. (5,647,727), and Honma et al. (4,847,654) disclose art in 
fans used to cool the exposure lamps in the image forming apparatus. 

Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Susan S. Lee whose telephone number is 571-272- 
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2137. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. - Fri., 10:30-8:00, Second 
Monday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Art Grimley can be reached on 571-272-2136 or 571-272-2800 (Ext. 52). 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomiation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




^usan S. Lee 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2852 
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